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C The Darfement of Foutes. 
Written by Beoffrep Chaucer. 





C here begynyth the Warfement of Foulps. 
(Che Wroem. 
2 Fe Sy |e fpf 60 hort, the craft 60 
(7 q Or BAN ai fonge to ferne, 
ZAMS \ a CThassap 60 sharp, 60 hard 
b the conquerynge, 
— (Che dredful joye, al wey that 
olit co yernie; 
Al this mene J be Cove, that myn felynge 
A⸗stonyeth with bie wondyrful werkynge 
So core p/wis, that whan J on Gym thynke 
Mat wot I wel wher that F flete or synke. 
C For af be that J knowe nat Love in dede, 
Ne wot How that Ke quitith fork Here hyre, 
Vit happith me ful ofte in bokis recede 
Of hise myrakfis and hie crewef pre, 
(That rede I wel be were be ford and eyre; 
J dav nat seyn, fie strokis Been 60 ore, 
But Hod cave ewich a Cord! Jeep na moore. 
C Of usage, what for Cust and what for fore, 
On bokis rede FI ofte, as J pow tofde. 
But wherfore that I epcke af this? Mat poore 
Agon, it happede me for to be⸗holde 
Dpson a bok wae wrete with letteris ofde, 
And thersupon, a certeyn thing to ferne, 
(The Longe day ful faste Jredde and yerne. 
C for oute of ofde feldys, as men eey, 
Compth af thie newe corn from per to pere; 






La 


Aind out of ofde bokis, in good fey, 
Compth af thie newe science that men fere. 
But now to purpos as of this matere, - 
(To rede forth 6o gan me to defite, 
(That af that day me thoughte but a fpte. 
¶ Chie Bok, of which J make mencioun, 
Entptlt wae af thue ac J chal teffe, 
Cullyus, of the Orem of Scipion. 
Chapiteris sevene it hadde of hevene and helle 
And erthe, and soulis that therepnne dweffe, 
Of whiche, as ehortly ac FI can it trete, 
Of his centence J wefe pow seyn the greete. 
¶ F pret, tefith it, whan Scipion was come 
In Affrik, Gow Ge mette chasspnisse 
(That Kym for jote in armys Hath nome. 
Thanne tellyth he here cpeche, and of the blysse 
(That wae best wivt hem tif the day gan myeée, 
And how his auncestre, Affrycan 60 deere, 
Han in hie efep hat nyght to hym aspere. 
¶ Channe tefith tt, that from a sterry place, 
Show Affeycan hath Gym Cartage ehewid, 
Aind warnede hym be⸗forn of al his grace, 
And seyde, what man fernyd other fewid 
(That fovede comoun profyt, wel i/thewid, 
He shulde insto a blysful place wende, 
(There ac jope is that Cast with/outyn ende. 
¶ CThanne avede Ge if folk that here been dede 
Han fpf and dwellynge in a⸗/ nothir place. 
And Affrican seyde, Ye, with outyn drede,’ 


a 


And that oure present worfdis ly vys space 
Nys but a maner deth, what weye we trace, 
And rightful fotk schul gon aftyr they deye 
(Co hevene; and echewede hym the Balaxpe. 

¶ Channe chewede he hym the fytel erthe that here is, 
At regard of the hevenys quantite, 
Aind after ehewede Ge Kym the nyne operis, 
And aftpe that the melodye herde Ge 
That comypth of thifke operis thryes thre, 
(That welles of musik ben and melodye 
In this world Bere, and cause of armonye. 

¶ (Chan bad Ge hym, syn erthe wae 6o fyte, 
Aind ful of torment and of harde grace, 
(That he ne schulde hym in the word defpte. 
(THanne tofde he hym in certeyn yeris space 
(That every eterre ehulde come insto hie place 
(Ther it wae feret, and af schufde out of mynde 
(That in thie world ie don of af mankynde. 

¶ Channe prepede Kym Dcipion to teffe Gym af 
(The weye to come in/to that hevene blis; 
And Ke seyde, Know thyn ceff feret inmortaf, 
And foke ay besyly thow werche and wysse 
(To comoun profit, and thow shaft not mysse 
(To comypn ewiftly to thie place deere 

Chat ful of blysse ic and of soulys cfeere. 

¶ ‘But beekeris of the fawe, coth to seyn, 
And fykerous fork, aftpe that they ben dede, 
Schul whirle a/boute the erthe afwey in peyne, 
(Tyl manye a world be passid, out of drede, 
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Aind that forsgevpn is fir weked dede; 
(Than shal they come into that blysful pface, 
To whiche to compn Hod epnden us grace!’ 
He day gan faifen, and the derke nyght, 
(That revith bestis from here bespnesse, 
Berafte me myn Gok for fak of lyght, 
And to my 6ed J gan me for to dresse, 
Fulfplo of thought and busy hevynesse; 
For bothe I Gadde thynge that J nofde. 
And ck FI ne Gadde thynge that J wofde. 
C But fynally, mpn opirit at the faste, 
Forswery of myn fabour af the day, 
Toke reste, that made me to 6fepe faste; 
Aind in myn 6fepe J mette, as that FI fay, 
How Affrican ryght in the same a/rap 
(That Dcipion Gym eay by/fore that tyde 
Was come and 6tod right at myn bedis epde. 
C Che wery huntere, sfepynae in hie bed, 
(To wode avgen hie mynde goth anon; 
(The juge drempth How Hise pleis been cped; 
(The cartere drempth How Hie carte is gon; 
(The riche of gofd; the knyght fyaht with Hie fon; 
(The spke met He drynkyth of the tunne; 
(The fovere met He hath hie fadp wonne. 
C Fi can nat ceyn if that the cause were 
For J Gadde red of Affrican by/foren, 
(That made me to mete that he tod theere, 
But thus seyde fe: ‘(Chow hast the so wel born 
In fokynge of myn ofde bok to torn, 
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Of whiche Hacrobye roughte nat a fpte, 
(That sumdel of thyn labour wolde I quyte.’ 
Invocation. 
LVtferea, thow blyeful fady ewete, 
(That with thyn ferbrond dauntist 
whom thow feet, 
And madiet me this ewevence for to mete, 
Be thow myn helpe in this, for thow mayet beet, 
As wisely ac J cee the north north weet, 
Whan Jbe⸗gan myn ewevene for to write; 
So gif me myght to ryme and ck tendyte. 
(The Story. 
His forseyde Affrican me 
hente asnon, 
And forthwith hym unto a 
€| cate me broughte 
Ryahe of a park wallid of 
grene 6ton; 
And ovpr the gate with fetteris farge i/ wrowht 
(There were verses t/weete ac me thought, 
On epthir epde of ful gret difference, 
Of which FI chal now seyn the pleyn eentence. 
C CThorgh me men gon insto that blysful place 
Of hertis hele and dedly woundie cure; 
Thorgh me men gon un/to the welle of grace 
Theere grene and fuety Hay chal evere endure; 
(This is the weye to af good aventure; 
Be efad, how vedere and thyn sorwe out caste. 
Al oppn am J, passe in and eped the faste! 
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¶ Thorgh me men gon,than epak that othir side, 
tonto the mortaf 6trokie of the spere 
Of whiche disdayn and daunger is the gyde, 
(There nevere tre shal freut ne fevye Gere. 
(This strem pow fedith to the corweful were 
There as the fisch in prysoun ie af drpe; 
Theschewyng te only the remedpe. 

¶ CThese vere of gofd and 6fak i/ wretyn were, 
Of whiche J gan asstonyd to be⸗/holde; 
For/ whi? Chat on encresede ay myn fere, 
And with that othir gan myn herte bofde. 
(That on me hette, that othir dede me cofde; 
Mo wit hadde J, for errour, for to cheee 
(To entre or flen; or me to cave or fee. 

¶ Right as be⸗t wixsyn adamauntis two 
Of evene myght a pece of prpn cet, 
Me Kath no myght to meve too ne fro,— 
Forwhat that on may Gale that othir fet, 
Ferde FI, that nyste whethir me wae best 
(To entre or feve, tif Affrycan, mpn give, 
Me Hente, and ehof in at the gatis wide. 

¶ And seyde, It stante writpn in thyn face 
Thyn errour, though thow teffe it not to me, 
But dred the not to come in/to this pface, 
For this writyng nye no thyng ment bi the, 
Me by non, but He Lovye servaunt be, 
For thow of Cove fast fost thyn taste, Igesse, 
Ale sek man hath of ewete and byttyrnesse. 

¶ But natheles, af/thow that thow be dul, 
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Vit that thow canst not do, pit mayest thow ée, 
For manye a man that may nat stonde a pul, 
It Cikyth Gym at wrastelyng for to be, 
And demyn pit wher Ge d0 Bet or Fe; 
Aind, there if thow Hast cunnyng for tendite, 
‘FI shal the ehewe mater for to wrpte. 


q_ Wit6 that myn Gand Ge tok in fie asnon, 


Of whiche I confort kaughte, and that as faste; 
But Lord! 60 J was glad and wel begoon! 

For overal where that I myn eyen caste 

Were treis cfad with fevye that ap chal Caste, 
Eche in Bie kynde, of cofour frosch and greene 
Ale emeroude, that joye it wae to 6eene. 


F (Che byldere ok and ck the hardy assh; 


(Che pifere elm, the cofere unto carayne; 

(The boxtre pipere; holm to whippie lasch; 
(The caplynge fye ; the cipresse, deth to pleyne; 
(Che shetere ew; the asp for shaftys pleyne; 
(The ofpve of pes, and ck the dronke vyne; 

(The victor palm, the faurer to devyne. 


C A gardyn caw TF ful of bloopemy bowys 


Vp⸗on a river ina grene mede, 

(There ac ther owetnesse everemore i now ie; 
With flourie white, Bfewe, and pefwe, and rede, 
Aind cofde welle/ stremys nosthyng dede, 

(Chat swemyn ful of emate fischis fite, 

With fynnys rede and ekafie syl vyr bryghte. 


Co Onevery bow the bryddis herde FI epnac, 


With voye of aungef in fere armonye; 
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Som bespede Kem Gere bryddis forth to brynge. 
(Che fitefe conyes to Here pley gunne hye; 
And ferthere af aboute J gan aspye 
(The dredful ro, the Buk and Hert and Hynde, 
Squyrefis and bestis emate of gentif kynde. 


¶ Of instreumentie of strengis in a/cord 


Herde I co pleye a ravyshyng swetnesee, 
(That Hod, that makere is of af, and Lord, 
Ne Herde nevere betyr, as Igesse; 
(Therwith awynd, onethe it myght be fesse, 
Wade in the levys grene a noyse softe, 
Alcovdaunt to the bryddis cong a fofte. 


¶ Che aive of that place 6o attempre was 


(That nevere wae grevaunce of Hot ne cofd; 
(There wey ck every holsum epice and gras; 
Me no man may there wave 6ek ne ofd, 

Vit wae there jope move a thousent ford 

(Than man can teffe; ne nevere wofde it nyghte, 
But ay cfer day to ony manys eyaBhte. 

¶ Vndyr a tre be/syde awelle, I ap 

Cupide oure ford Hise arwis forge and fife; 
Aind at Gie fet his Bowe af redy Fay, 

And wel fis doughtyr temperede af thie whyle 
(The hevedie in the welle; and with hire wife 
She couchede Hem aftpe they chulde serve, 
Some for to efe and some towounde and kerve. 
¶ CTho wae FJ wat of Plesaunce anon ryght, 
And of Aray and Luet and Curteysie, 

Aind of the Craft that can and hath the myght 
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(To don be force a wight to don folye; 
Oisfigurat was ehe, I nyl nat fye; 

And by hym/⸗self undyr an ok FI gesse, 
Saw FI Delpt that stod with Hentifesse. 


C FI saw Beute, with/outypn ony a/tye; 


Aind Youtfe, ful of game and jofyte; 
Fool/hardpnesse and Flaterye and Oespr, 
Messagerpye and Heede and other thre,- 
Shere namye 6hal not here be tofd for me,- 
And upson piferis greete of jasper fonge, 

FI sawa temple of Bras i/founded stronge. 


¶ Aboute that temple daunsedyn afwep 


Wemen i⸗no we, of whiche come ther weere 
Fayre of hem/self, and come of hem were gay; 
In kevtefis af dischevele wente they there, - 
(That wae Here offys afwey, per be peere,- 
Aind on the temple of dovie white and fayre 
Saw Jopttynge manye an hunderede peyre. 


C DBy/fore the tempfe dore, ful sobyrly, 


Dame Wee cat with a curtyn in Fire hond, 
And by Hire eyde,wondye discretfy, 

Dame Pacience epttynge there J fond 
Wit§ face pafe, upon an Gil of cond; 

And afdirnevt withvinne and ek with/oute, 
Bpheste and Art, and of Gere fork a route. 


C With /inne the temple, of sykys hoote ac fuyr 


FI Gerde acwow that gan a/boute renne; 
Whiche sikis were engendercde with desyr 
(Chat madyn every auter for to brenne 
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Of newe flaume; and wel espyed J thenne 
That alle the cause of sorwe that they drye 
Cam of the bittere goddesse Sefosye. 

CC The god Wriapus caw J ac J wente 
Withv/inne the tempfe,in sovereyn place 6tonde 
In ewich aray as whan the ase Gym ohente, 
Wit6 cri be nyghte, and with cepture in hie honde. 
Ful besyly men gunne asaye and fonde 
Vp / on His hed to sette of sundery hewe 
Barkondis ful of flourrys frosche and newe. 

CC And in a prive corner in deeport 
Fond J Venus and fire porter Richesse 
(That wae ful noble and hautayn of Gyre port; 
Derk wae that place, but aftprward lightnesse 
FI caw a lyte,—unnethe it myghte be fesse, — 
Aind on a bed of gold 6che fay to reste 
(Tyl that the Hote eunne gan to weete. 

C hyre gifte heris with a gofdene thred 
J/bounden were, untrussede ac eche fay, 
And nakyd from the brest up to the hed 
Wen myghthe hyre sen; and sothly for to cay, 
(The vemenaunt wae wel keverede to myn pay, 
Kyght with a subtyl covercheif of toafence, 
(Ther nae no thikkere cloth of no defense. 

¶ Che place gaf a thousent savouris ote, 
And Bacue, od of wyn, cat Hire besspde, 
And Sereis nevt, that doth of hungir boote; 
Aind ae J sepde a⸗/ myddis Cay Cypride, 
(To wham, on kneis two, yonge fork there crpede 
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(To Ben Gere helpe; but thus I fet Gem lye, 
And ferthere in the temple J gan espie, 
C (That, in dispit of Dyane the chaste, 
Ful manye a bowe i/broke hyng on the wal, 
Of maydenys ewiche ac gunne Here tympe waste 
In Gyre servyse. H/pepntede were overal 
Ful manye a ctory of whiche J touche shal 
Al fewe,ae of Cafpyte and Athafante, 
And manye a mayde of which the name J wante: 
C Semyramus, Candace and Hercutes, 
Biblis, Dido, Thisbe, and Piramus, 
Tristram, Jeoudc, Waris, and Achiltes, 
Efpne, Cfiopatre, and Troplus, 
Silla, and ck the modyr of Romutue, - 
Alle these were peyntid on that othir eyde, 
And af Here fove and in what pfyt they deyde. 
C Whan FI wae come avgen unsto the place 
(That FI of spak, that was 6o cote and grene, 
Forth welk FI tho myn/eefvyn to solace. 
(Tho was I war wher that ther cat a queene 
(That ae of lyght the someris sunnys 6hene 
Passith the sterre, right 6o overmesure 
She fayrere was than ony creature. 
C And in a faunde upson an Gil of flouris 
Wae set thie noble goddesse Nature. 
Of braunchis were Gere hallis and here bouris 
Ii wrought after here cast and here mesuris; 
Me there wae foul that comypth of engendrure, 
(Chat they ne were af prest in here presence, 
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(To take fire dom and geve Hire audypence. 


C For this was on Seynt Hofantynye day, 


Wan every Brpd comyth there to cheee fie make, 
Of every kynde that men thpnke may; 

And that 60 heuge a noyse gan they make, 

(That erthe and eyr and tre and every fake 

So ful was, that onethe wae there space 

For me to etonde, 6o ful was af the pface. 


C And right as Afeyn, in the Pleynt of Kynde, 


Oevpéeth Matur in avay and face; 

In s wich avay men myghte Hire there fynde. 
(This nobif emperesee, ful of grace, 

Bad every foul to take is owene place, 

Ale they were wonyd afwey from per to peere 
Seynt Volantynys day to stondpn theere. 


Chat te to seyn, the foufie of ravyne 


Were hepest set, and thanne the foulis emafe, 
(That etyn ac Hem nature wofde encfyne, 

As werm or thyna, of which J telle no tafe; 
And watye/foul cat foweete in the date, 

But foul that fyvypth be ced cat on the arene, 
And that 6o fete that wondyr wae to 6ene. 


¶ There myghte men the ryal egle fynde, 


(That with his sharpe ok persith the eunne ; 
Aind others eglis of a fowere kynde, 

Of whiche that cferkis wel devyse cunne; 
Ther was the ticaunt with hie federys dunne 
And grey, I mene the goshauk that doth pyne 
(Co bryddis for Hie outrageous ravyne; 
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C (The gentyl facoun that with Hie feet distraynyth 
(Che kyngis hand; the Hardy sperfauk eke, 
(The quaylic foo; the merifioun that paynyth 
Hym⸗self ful ofte the farke for to ecke; 
(There wae the douve, with fire epen meke; 
(The jefous ewan, avgene Hire deth that synaith ; 
(Che oufe ck, that of deth the bode brynaypth; 

¶ Che crane geaunt, with fis trompis coun; 
(Che thef the chough, and ck the jangelynge pye; 
(Che skornynge jay ; the efie fo, heroun; 
(The false lapwynge, ful of trecherpe; 
(The starfyng, that the conseyl can besweeye; 
(The tame rodok, and the coward kyte; 
(The kok, that orfowe is of thorpis lyte; 

¶ (Che sparwe, enue cone; the nyhtyngale, 
(That clepith forth the arene fevye newe; 
(The ewalwe, mortherere of the bees smale, 
(That makypn Gony of flourie froeche of hewe; 
(The wedded turtil, with Hire herte trewe; 
(Che pokok, with his aungelis clothis bryghte; 
(THe fesaunt, ckornere of the cok be nyghte; 

C (Che wakyr goos; the cokkow moet onkynde; 
(The popynjay, ful of deficasye; 
(The drake, etroyere of fie owene kynde; 
(The stork, the weekere of avvouterye; 
(The Hote cormeraunt ful of glotenye; 
(The raven wy; the crowe, with vois of care; 
(The thurstil ofd; the frosty fefdefare. 

C Wat chulde I ceyn? Of foulys every kynde 
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(That in thie world hath federis and etature, 
Pen myghtyn in that place assemblede fpnde 
Byfore the noble goddesse Mature; 
And everiche of Hem dede fie besy cure 
Benyanefy to cheee or for to take 
By Hire ascord Gis formef or hie make. 

CC But to the popnt,—MNature held on Hire Fond 
A formefe egle, of shap the wentiffeste 
(That evere she asmong Hire werkie fond; 
(The moste Benygne and the qoodficete ; 
In Hire wae everi vertu at his reste 
Do fer forth, that Mature Hiresseffe hadde blysse 
(To foke on Hire and ofte Hire Bek to kysse. 

¶ Nature, vicarye of the almyghty Lord, 
(That Hot, cold, hevy, lyghte, moyst, and drepe 
Hath knyt, with evene noumberis of a/cord, 
In cep voys gan for to speke and seye, 
Foulis, take Ged of myn centence, J preye, 
Aind, for yore ese in fortheryng of poure nede, 
As faste ac J may spcke I wee pow opeede. 

‘Ve knowe wel Sow Sepnt Hofantynye day, 
By myn statute and thorah myn governaunce, 
Ve come for to cheese—and fle youre wep- 
Youre makio, ae J prike pow with plesaunce; 
But nathefes myn ryghtful ordenaunce 
Hay FI nat breke for af this world to wynne, 
(That He that moet te worthi shal begynne. 

¶ ‘(Che terefet cafe, ac that ye knowe ful wef, 
(Che foul ryal, a/bovyn every degre, 


XGCII 


(The wyse and worthi, secre, trewe as 6tef, 
Whiche J fave formyd ac pe may wel 6e 
In every part ac it Beet likyth me,— 
Ft nedith not his shap pow to devyse,— 
He shal ferst schese and spekypn in hie gyse. 
C ‘And aftye Gym by ordere eful they cheese, 
Alftye poure kpnde, everich ac pe fykyth, 
And as poure fap is ohul pewynne or lese; 
But which of pow that love most entrikpth 
150d ynde hym Hire that corest for Him cykyth.’ 
And therwithatl the tersef aan éhe caffe, 
And seyde,“ Myn cone, the choye is to pow falle. 

C ‘But natheles, in this condicioun 
Pot be the chops of everich that te heere, 

That sehe a⸗gre to Hie efecctoun 

Who⸗so Be be that efufde be Hire feere; 

(This ie oure usage afwey from yer to peere, 
Find who/eo may at thie tyme fave Gis grace, 
In Blissful tyme He cam into thie place.’ 

C Wit6 Ged encfpned and with humble cheere 
(This ryal tersel spak, and tariede noght: 
PBn/⸗to myn sovereyn fady, and not myn fere, 
FI chose and chese, with wil and herte and thought, 
(The forme on youre fond, 6o wel i/ wrought, 
Woe F am af and evere wele hire serve, 
Oo what Hire fest, to do me feve or 6terve, 

C ‘Besekpnge fire of merci and of grace, 
Ae oe that ie myn lady so vereyne; 
Or fet me deye present in thie place; 
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For certis, longe JI may nat fpve in payne, 
For in myn herte is korvyn every veyne; 
And havynge onfp reward to myn trouthe, 
chyn deere herte have of mpn wo sum routhe! 

C ‘And if that J to Gyre be found untrewe, 
Oisobepysaunt, ov wifful necfigent, 
Avauntour, or in proces fove anewe, 

F preye to pow thie be myn jugement, 

That with these foulis be Jal tosrent, 
(Chat ifke day that evere ehe me fynde 
(To Hire untrue, ov in myn gift unkynde. 

C ‘And, epn that Hire Covyth non 6o wel ac J, 
Alf Be it that she me nevere of fove be⸗heette, 
Thanne oufte she be myn thurgh Hire mercy, 
For othir bond can J non on Hire areete; 

Me nevere for nowo ne chal FI fette 
(To servyn Hire, How fer 6o that che wende; 
Day what pow feste, myn tafe is at an ende,’ 

C Ryght ae the frosshe, rede rose newe 
Agen the sompr eunne cofoured is, 

Kyght 60, for shame, af weven gan the fewe 
Of this formefe, whan sehe herde af thie. 

She neythir anewerde ‘We, ne seyde a mye, 
Do core a/basht wae 6fe, tyl that Mature 
Sepyde,“ Doughter, rede nought, I pow assure. 

C A nothir tersel egle spak anon, 

Of fower kpnde, and seyde, ‘Chat shal nat be! 
F Cove fir bet than ye don, be Sepnt Jon! 
Or at the feste J Cove aswel as ye, 
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Aind fongere fave cervyd Hire in myn degre; 
And if she ohulde a foved for fong fovpnge, 
(To me fulfonge hadde be the gerdonynge. 

C ‘5 dar ck ceypn, if ohe me fynde fate, 
Vnkynde, or jangefere, or rebel ony wyee, 
Or gefous, do me hangyn by the Gale; 
And, but J Gere me in fire servyse 
Ale wel ae that myn wit can me euffyec, 
From popnt in poynt Gyre honour for to cave, 
(Tak the myn Cif and al the good FI Have.’ 

¶ (Che thredde tercef egfe anewerde tho, 
‘Now, sires, pe seen the fytif leyser Heere, 
For every foul crpeth out to ben argo 
Forth with fis mak, ov with his Cady deere, 
Aind ck Nature hire/6elf ne wee not Geere, 
For taryinge Gere, not Half that Jwolde seye, 
Aind but Jopeke J mot for eorwe deye. 

C ‘Of Cong cervyse avante J me nothing 
(Chat possible is to me to deye tosday 
For wo, as he that Hath en languyssynge 
(This twenty peer, and ae wel happyn may 
Aman may servyn bet and more to pap 
In Balf a yer, althogh it were no moore 
(Than sum man doth that Hath servypd ful yoore 

C “Fl sey not thie by me, for I ne can 
Don non servyse that may myn Lady plese; 
But J dar ceyn J am Hire treweste man, 
As to myn dom, and fayneste wolde Hire ese; 
Alt 6horte wordie ,— tif that deth me eee; 
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Jwele ben heris where J wake or wynke, 
And trewe in af that herte may bethynke. 
F af myn fpf spn that dap Iwas born 
So gentif ple in fove or othir thyng 
Ne herde nevere no man me be/forn, 
Wo 60 hadde fepser and cunnyng 
For to reherse Gyre cher and hire spekyng: 
And from the morwe gan this speche faste 
(Tyl downward drow the eunne wondir faste. 
¶ (Che noyec of foulis for to ben defpvered 
Do foude ronge, ‘Have don and fat ue wende!’ 
(That wel wende FI the wode hadde af to/ oly vered. 
‘Cum of!’ they criedyn, allas, pe wele us shende! 
Wan shal poure cursede pletynge favynanende? 
Show ehulde ajuge epthir partie feve 
For ye or nay, with/outypn othir preve ?’ 
¶ (Che goos, the cokkow, and the doke afeo, 
So cryede, Kek, kek!’ Kokkow!’ ‘Quek, quek!’ on Gye 
(That thurgh myne erys the nopse wente tho. 
(The goos sepde, ‘AL this nye not worth a flye! 
But I can chappe herof a remedie, 
And I wele seye myn verdit fapre and ewpthe, 
For watyr⸗ foul, whoreo be wroth or Blythe.’ 
¶ ‘And J for werm foul!’ quod the fol kokkowe; 
‘Find J wee of myn owene autorite, 
For comun profit, tak on,—no charg Howe,- 
For to delpvere us is gret charite. 
‘Ye may abyde a white pit, perde!’ 
Quod the tuctif, if it be youre wiffe 
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A wight may opeke, hyn were ac faye ben styffe. 
C “FS ama ced/fout, on the onworthieste, 
(That wot I wel, and itil of cunnynge, 
But bet is that a wyhtis tunge reste, 
(Chan entirmetyn hym of suche doinge 
Of which Ge nepythir cede can, ne fynde; 
And who⸗so doth, ful foule hym ecff a⸗clopith, 
For offys uncommptted ofte a⸗/nopeth. 
¶ Mature, which that afwey hadde an ere 
(Co murmur of the lewedenesse, blynde, 
With facound voyse seyde, Hold youre tungis there! 
And I shal cone, I hope, a conseyl fynde, 
Yow to defpvere, and from this nopse unbynde 
F juge on every flok men 6hul on calle 
(To ceyn the verdit for pow foufye afte.’ 
C Ascentid were to thie concfusioun 
(The briddis affe, and foulis of ravyne 
Shan chosyn fyret, by playn efeccioun, 
(The terselet of the facoun, to diffyne 
Alf Gere centence ae fem leste to termyne; 
Aind to Nature Gym gunne to presente, 
Aind ehe acceptyth Gym wit glad entente. 
¶ (Che terefet seyde then in thie manere: 
‘Ful Gard were it to prove By resoun 
Wo fovyth beet thie gentif formefe §eere, 
For everych hath ewich vepficacioun 
(That non by ckiffie may been brought a/doun, 
FI can not ce that argumentis avayle; 
Thanne cemyth it there mucte be batayfe.’ 
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C ‘Afredp!’ quod thise eglis tercels tho. 
‘Nay, sires,’ quod he,‘ if that J durete it seye 
Le don me wrong, myn tafe is not ido, 
For, sires, ne takith not a/gref, J prepe, 
It may not gon ac pe wofde in this weye; 
Oure is the voye that han the charg on Honde, 
Aind to the jugis dom pe motpn stonde; 
C ‘And therfore, pee! FJ sepe; ae to myn wit, 
He wofde thynke how that the worthiest 
Of knygthod, and fengest Hath used it, 
chost of estat, of blod the gentiffeste, 
Were sittyngest for fire, if that fer leste, 
And of these thre ehe wot hire / self, J trowe, 
Whiche that fe Be, for Hire is fight to knowe.’ 
¶ (Che watpr/foufis fan Gere hedis feid 
(To gedere, and of a short avysement, 
Wan everryche hadde fie farae gofe seyd, 
(They seydyn sothly, af be on assent, 
how that ‘the goos, with hire facounde 6o gent, 
(Chat 60 desyrith to pronounce oure nede, 
Shal teffe oure tafe,’ and prepede Hod Hire epede, 
C Ae for these watyr⸗ foulis tho began 
(Che goos to speke, and in fire kakelynge 
She sepde,‘ Wes! now tak kep every man, 
Aind Gerkenyth which a resoun F shat brynge; 
chyn wit is harp, J Cove no tarpinge ; 
I eye, I rede Gym, thow Be were myn brothir, 
But she wefe ove Kym fet Gym take asnothir.’ 
C ‘Lo, here a perfit resoun of a goose!’ 
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Quod the sperfauke, nevere mot 6he the! 
Lo, sich itis to fave atunge foo! 
Mow pevde, fol, now were it bet for the 
Han holde thyn pes, than ehewe thyn nysete! 
It Cyth nat in hie witte, ne in hie witte, 
But soth is seyd, a fol can not ben etiffe.’ 
¶ (Che faugGtere aroe of aentif foufie afte, 
And right anon the ecd/foul chosyn fade 
(The turtle trewe, and gunne Five to Hem caffe, 
And prepede Hive for to seyn the othe sadde 
Of thie matere, and axsede what efe radde. 
And 6he anewerde, that pleynly fire entente 
She wofde it shewe, and sothly what he mente. 
C ‘Nay, Hood forbede, a fovere shulde chaunge!’ 
(The turtle seyde, and wex for shame red ; 
Thow that His lady evere more be etraunge, 
Vit fat Kym cerve Hire tif that he be ded. 
Forsothe I preyee nat the gosis red, 
For thow cche deyede I wolde non othir make, 
I wete ben hire tif that the deth me take!’ 
CC ‘Wel bordit,’ quod the doke, ‘By myn fat! 
(That men ehul fovyn afwey, causeles, 
Who can a resoun fynde, or wit in that? 
Oaunsith he murpe that is myrtheles? 
What efulde Irekke of Gym that is recheles? 
Kick, kek!’ pit seith the doke, ful wel and fayre, 
‘ There Been mo eterris, Hodwot, hana payre!’ 
C ‘Now fye,cherl! quod the gentil terselet, 
‘Out of the dong Gif cam that word ful right, 
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Thou canst nat seen what thyng is wel beveet; 

Thow farst by fove ac oulys don by lyght, 

(The day Hem blent, but wel they cen be nyabe; 

Thyn kpnde is of so fow a wrechednece, 

(That what fove is thow canet nat 6een ne gese. 
¶ Cho gan the kokkow put hym forth in pres 

For foul that etith werm, and seyde bythe, 

So Fi,’ quod Ge, ‘may fave myn make in pes 

Freche nat Gow longe that pe etrpve; 

Lat eche of fem ben soleyn af here fyve; 

(THis is myn ved, oyn they may nat a/corde, 

(This chorte fessoun nedith nat recorde.’ 
¶ ‘Ve, ‘have the gfotoun fifd inow His paunche, 

Thanne ave we wel,” seyde thanne a mecfioun; 

CThow mortherere of the heysoge on the braunche 

(That 6roughte the forth! thow reufulles gfotoun! 

Leve thow sofepn, werme corupcioun! 

For no fore is of fak of thyn nature! 

150, fewed be thow, while that the worfd may dure!’ 
¶ ‘Now pes,’ quod Nature,‘ J comaunde here! 

For J Gave herd af youre oppnyoun, 

Aind in effect pit be we nevere the neve; 

But fynallp, his is myn concfusioun,— 

(That che hire/self shal fan the efeccioun 

Of whom fire fest, who 60 be wroth or bfythe, 

Hym that she chesith, Fe chal hire fan ac 6withe; 
¶ ‘For pn it may not here discussid be 

Who fovypth Give best, ac septh the tereefet, 

CThanne wele J don Hire this favour, that she 
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Shak han right Kym on whom Hive herte is set, 
And Ge Give that bie herte Gath on Give knet; 
(Thus juge J, Nature, for J may not lye 
(To non estat, I have non othir eve. 
¶ ‘But ae for conseyl for to chese a make, 
If I were Kesoun, certis thanne wolde I 
Conseple pow the ryal tersel take, 
Ale cepde the terselet ful ckyffutty, 
Alc for the gentiffeste and most worthi 
Which J Gave wrought 0 wel to myn plesaunce 
(That to pow oughte to been a euffisaunce.’ 
¶ Wit§ dredful vois the forme tho anewerde: 
EMyn ciahtful Cady, goddesse of Nature, 
Soth ic that J am evere undpr poure perde, 
As ie everyche lyvis creature, 
And mot ben youre whit that myn fpf may dure; 
And therfore grauntyth me myn ferste Bone, 
And myn entent that wele I cepn right sone.’ 
C J graunte it pow,’ quod che, and right asnon 
(This forme cafe opak in this degre: 
Almyghty queen, unto this per be gon 
Fave vespit for to avvise me, 
Find aftpe that to Fave myn choye af fre; 
(This af and cum that J wete opeke and ceye; 
Ye gete no more af/thow pe do me deve. 
C ‘I wele nat serven Henus ne Cupide, 
Forsothe as pit, Beno manere weye.’ 
‘Mow, cp it may non othir wise betyde, 
Quod tho Mature,‘ heere is no more to cepe; 
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Thanne wolde I that these foulis were a / weye, 
Eche with his make, for tarpinge fengere feere,’- 
And seyde Hem thus, as pe shul aftpr here. 

¶ ‘To pow cpeke J, pe terefetis, quod Mature, 
‘Beth of good herte and cervyth, alle thre; 
Al yet nie nat 60 fonge to endure, 
Aind eche of pow peignpnge in Gis degre 
For to dowel, for, Hod wot, quyt ie che 
For pow thie per, what aftyr co be⸗falle; 
(Chie entremes is dressid for pow affe.’ 

CC And whan thie werk af brought wae to anende, 
(To every foul Mature gaf hie make 
By evene a/cord, and on here weye they wende; 
But, Lord, the blisse and joye that they make! 
For ech can othir in his wyngis take, 
And with Gere nekkis eche can othyr wynde, 
Thankynge afwey the noble queen of Kynde. 

¶ But fyret were chosyn foulis for to eynge, 
Ale, per Be per, wae afwey the usance, 
(To cpnge a Roundefe at here departynge, 
(To don to Nature Honour and plesaunce. 
(The note J trow i⸗makid wae in Fraunce, 
(THe wordis were sweche as pe may here fynde 
(The nevte vers, ac J now Have in mynde. 

¶ Now welcome, somore, with thy sonne ofte, 
(That fast thes wintres wedres ovire / ohake 
Aind drevyne avway the farge nyghtes 6fake: 
HSaynt Hofantypne, that ert ful Gye o fofte, 
(Thus spngen emafe foules for thy sake. 
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Wele han thep cause forto gladen ofte, 

Sethe ech of hem recoverede hathe hys make; 

Ful blissefuk mowe they Gen when they awake. 
¶ And with the shoutyng whan the cong wae do 

(That the foulys madyn at here flyght a wey, 

FIwok, and othere Bokys tok me to, 

To veede upon; and pit J rede afwey, 

In Hope i⸗wis to vede 6o cum day, 

(That FI chal mete sum⸗thyng for to fare 

(The bet; and thus to rede FI nefe nat space. 


Xplicit tractatus de congregacione 
Hofuctum die Sancti Mafentini. 


¶ The tevt of thie printing of Che Parfement 
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#5. Ba.4.27,in the Cambridge Vniversity Liy 
Gray. ¶ Three Hundred and twenty/five copies 
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